President Ranil Wickremesinghe announced significant strides in education, revealing that the government has initioted
the recruitment of upproximateiy 4,000 teachers in 2024. With the bolstering of the country's economy, he assured that

more funds would be ulmg.ﬁl’ed to fill teaching vaca by the following year.
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The president further remarked, emphaosizing the profound impoct teochers hove on their students’ futures. He
emphasized that teachers aren’t just assuming control of a classroom; they're entrusted with shaping the destinies of
the students within it. With students spending crucial formative years from ages 5 to 19 under their guidance, both the

influence from home and that imparted at school are poramount.

President Wickremesinghe underscored the weighty responsibility of educotors, stating that they are not merely tasked
with imparting subject knowledge but alsc with moulding the lives of their students. He highlighted the irreplaceable
role of teachers in character-building, noting that while subject knowledge can be acquired onling, the same cannot be

said for instilling values and virtues.

Acknowledging the |nvulunbl-e contributions of both parents and teachers in shaping individuals® lives, the president

emphasized the %@93 stotus of the teachin ssion. He caolled upon all educators to uphold the honour
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Hegmdr Jithe recent teacher recruitiients, President Wickremesinghe highlighted that while 2300 teachers have been

appointed, there are still 700 vacancies to be filled. Plans are underway to hire approximately 1000 more teachers based
on existing vacancies. This year alone, around 4000 teachers have been recruited, marking a significant milestone after
a hiatus of three to four years. The president ottributed the resumption of teocher recruitments to the country's
economic recovery and the easing of constraints imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic, which had previously halted such
initiotives.

President Wickremesinghe highlighted the positive economic trajectory achieved through prudent fiscal manogement
by the government. Despite a previous period of economic decline, the Sri Lonkon economy has witnessed a
strengthening, leading to the appreciation of the rupee against the dollar. The President attributed this positive shift to

effective economic policies implemented by the government, allowing for the current recruitment of teachers.

Last year, the rupee had depreciated to 370 against the dollar, but today, it stands at 300. The President expressed his
optimism in further reducing this value to 280 in the future, which would bolster the purchasing power of the people. He
emphosized the government's commitment to facilitating economic growth ond providing finoncial resources for

assential public services.

Despite focing challenges, President Wickremesinghe underscored the government’s achievements in enhancing public
sector salaries and benefits, tripling Aswesuma benefits and ensuring fair prices for agricultural produce, particularly
during the Sinholo Mew Yeor seoson. Looking aheod, he offirmed the government's dedication to further bolstering
economic development, with plans to allocate additional funds to the education sector for teacher recruitment by the

following year.

Minister of Education, Dr. Susil Premjoyontha, aoddressed the delay in teacher appointments, acknowledging that these
appointments should have been made six months prior. He explained that, in response to President Wickremesinghe's
directives, a memorandum was submitted to the Cabinet to address the teacher shortaoge existing at the end of the
previous year. Consequently, the Western Provincial Council conducted examinations to expedite teacher recruitment.
However, legal challenges arose during the interview process for teacher recruitment in other provinces, cousing further

delays.

Dr. Fremjayantha high!ight,ﬂd the rigorous interview pragess, emphasizing that candidates are evaluated based on their
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Gover estern Province, Mum&@}the Air Force Roshan Gunathiloke, expressed joy on the cccasion of
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address the teacher shortage in Iﬁ';iwmstern Province. Recegnizing the prolonged issue of teacher vacancies, the
Governor emphaosized the importance of conducting proper recruitments to address this critical need. Delays in paost
recruitment processes hod exocerbated the problem, resulting in o grodual increase in teacher vacancies within
schools. The Governor underscored the significance of adequate teacher presence for both the country and its
education system, highlighting that a shortoge of teachers is unsustoinable. He extended gratitude to President Ranil
Wickremesinghe for approving the recruitment of teachers and thonked Minister Susil Premaojoyantha for his role in the

process.

Addressing the newly appointed teachers, the Governor emphasized that their role extends beyond mere employment;
they are entrusted with serving the nation and guiding its children. He stressed the pivotal role teachers play as mentors

and urged them to serve as role models for their students.

Minister Nalin Fernando, along with State Ministers Losantha Alagiyowanna, Sisira Jayokody and Aravindha Kumar, as
well os Members of Parliarment were among the dignitaries present at the event. Also in attendance were Secretary 1o
the Ministry of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils, and Local Government Pradeep Yasarathne,
Secretary to the Ministry of Educotion Thiloko Joyasundara and Chief Secretary of the Western Provincial Council

Dhammika Wijayasinghe and other relevant government officials.
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